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Saone Valley are valuable vineyards, but most of the region is forest
covered, lumbering and dairying being the principal occupations.

THE   RHONE-SAONE   BASIN

From the point of view of civilization, the Rhone-Saone Basin is
the oldest lowland in France, and has played an important part in the
historical and economic life of the nation. It consists of the valleys of
the Rhone and its chief tributary, the Saone, and extends from the
Vosges to the Mediterranean. In the north it is connected with the
Rhine Valley by the depression between the Vosges and the Jura known
as the Belfort Gate, and with the Paris Basin by the Cote d'Or. In the
south it widens out to include the Mediterranean coastal plain, extend-
ing from the Alps to the Pyrenees.

The Saone Valley was formerly occupied by large lakes. The clays
and sands deposited on these lake bottoms formed fertile soils. Today
this area is wide and flat, but the sections bordering the river are so
poorly drained that they are used only for pasturage. The climate is of
a modified continental type, with cold winters and warm summers and
moderate rainfall. Most of the valley is a rich agricultural district,
wheat and corn being raised in considerable quantities. Cattle and poul-
try are very abundant, and rich meadow lands are everywhere in evi-
dence. Trees are more noticeable than in the Paris Basin. They line
the stream banks and the roads, and cluster around the picturesque
towns. Part of them are fruit trees, and fruit is an important product
of the valley. Bordering the western side of the valley, along the slopes
of the Cote d'Or, some of the finest vineyards in the world produce the
famous Burgundy wines. Although the population is dense, there are
few cities of any size. Dijon, the old capital of Burgundy, is an im-
portant commercial city and wine center. It is located where the routes
from the Paris Basin meet the valley. Belfort, on the opposite side of
the valley, manufactures textiles and small metal goods.

Just north of Lyon is a district known as the Dombes, a region of
glacial moraines. Until recently it was unhealthful, due to a number of
small ponds constructed by the monks during the Middle Ages. Re-
cently these have been drained, and the region is now highly pro-
ductive.

Lyon has a strategic location where the route between the Mediter-
ranean and the North Sea crosses that from Bordeaux and the west to
Italy. It is also located near coal fields, especially those around St.
Etienne, and in addition has abundant water power. The raising of